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‘KL govt using PFI men in stirs against me’ Minor hacked to death
by 17-year-old in Kovai

T’PURAM: Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan on Sat-
urday levelled serious allega-
tions against the state govern-
ment, accusing it of using
activists of the banned outfit
Popular Front of India (PFI) to
stage protests against him.

He alleged that all protests
being staged against him were
a “joint venture of SFI and
PFI”. Khan, who reached the
state capital after a gap, said
seven of the 12 people, who
were arrested for protesting
against him in Nilamel in Kol-
lam recently, were PFI activists.
The Governor said he had re-
ceived a report in this regard
only on Friday night and it was
his duty to share the informa-

tion with the people of the
state. “I have got the report that
out of 12 people, who had been
arrested in Nilamel, seven are
known PFI volunteers. So, this
is not just SFL,” he said.

There was no immediate
reaction from the state
government or the
CPI(M) regarding the
Governor'’s
allegations.

Pointing fingers at
the Pinarayi Vijayan gov-
ernment, Khan said, “What
the government is doing...they
are telling the members of a
banned organisation that you
join these protests...you do
something nasty and then we
will protect you.” The Gover-

nor further charged the state
government with not only shel-
tering but using the members
of a banned organisation to
create law and order problems
in Kerala. He also said the state
authorities were doing these
things to provoke him to
take some “drastic ac-
tion”, but he was not
going to oblige them.
Asked about the dra-
matic incidents ata sen-
ate meeting held at the
Kerala University here
which was presided by Higher
Education Minister R Bindhu
in her capacity as Pro-chancel-
lor , Khan said she had no au-
thority to do so without his
permission.

Selvaperunthagai is new TNCC chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

PUTTING an end to specula-
tions, the All India Congress
Committee appointed
K Selvaperunthagai,
Congress Assembly
floor leader, as the new
chief of TNCC. The an-
nouncement was made
by AICC general secre-
tary KC Venugopal late

ISRO’s ‘Naughty
Boy’ puts India’s
weather satellite
into orbit

PURAN CHOUDHARY @ Bengaluru

THE Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO)’s ‘Naughty
Boy’ lifted off at 5.30 pm on Sat-
urday successfully launching
INSAT-3DS — India’s exclusive
meteorological satellite in
space.

The spacecraft will provide
continuity of services to the ex-
isting in-orbit INSAT-3D and
3DR satellites and significantly
enhance the capabilities of the
INSAT system. The mission’s

on Saturday evening.

The party has appointed Kil-
liyoor MLA S Rajesh Kumar as
the new Assembly floor leader.
Venugopal, in a state-
ment, also acknowl-
edged the contributions
of outgoing TNCC chief
KS Alagiri.

Selvaperunthagai, af-
ter serving in various
capacities in several

parties (including MLA of Man-
galore on a VCK ticket) joined
Congress in 2010. Currently
serving as MLA from Sriperum-
budur, Selvaperunthagai has
been the Assembly floor leader
since June 2021.

Sources said the elevation of
a Dalit leader aligns strategi-
cally with the upcoming polls
as it is expected to secure votes
of marginalised communities.

DMK fostered peaceful
environment in TN: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister M K Stalin,
while addressing a consultative
meeting on minority welfare at
the secretariat on Saturday, said
the Dravidian model of govern-
ance has successfully fostered a
peaceful environment in the
state. This statement comes as a
response to Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman’s re-

marks, accusing the DMK gov-
ernment of being “divisive.”

Stalin said the Dravidian
model of governance has estab-
lished a harmonious atmos-
phere in the state where minor-
ity community can live without
fear. “There cannot be anything
more amusing than the union
minister’s interview to the me-
dia,” he said. The DMK govern-
ment fol

“I have authorised the Vice
Chancellor to preside over the
meeting. She (minister) has no
authority to enter the Senate
Hall,” he said.

Criticising the Higher Edu-
cation Minister, he said that
she seems to be “totally igno-
rant” and has no respect to-
wards the court and the law of
the land.

Meanwhile, activists of the
SFI tried to show black flags to
Khan near AKG Centre, the CPI
(M) headquarters here, today
as well. The SFI has been stag-
ing protests against the Gover-
nor for some time now, accus-
ing him of attempting to
“saffronise” the universities in
the state. PTI

Carry out
inspections in
cracker units,
says EPS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Officials from the state reve-
nue department and Petrole-
um and Explosive Safety Or-
ganisation (PESO) inspected
the facility. While officials re-
fused to share further details
about the incident, Alanku-
lam police officials said a case
has been registered and a
probe is under way.

Opposition leader Edappadi
K Palaniswami has urged the
state government to carry out
inspections in firecracker
units to ensure strict compli-
ance of safety measures. More
than 100 people, including
family members of the vic-
tims and villagers, staged a
protest seeking higher com-
pensation and government
jobs for family members of
the victims.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

A 17-year-old boy studying in
Class 12 was hacked to death by
another minor at Ondipudur in
Coimbatore on Saturday. The
murder took place in broad day-
light in full public view. It is sus-
pected that they had a previous
enmity.

An hour later theac- ¢
cused, surrendered be-
fore Sulur police and
was remanded to prison
under judicial custody:
Singanallur police filed
a case and a investiga-
tion is on.

The deceased Pranav,
son of Prakash and Anjalai
from Surya Nagar at Ondipu-
dur, was a student of a private
school at Chinnavedampatti.
Sources said, he left home for a
combined study with friends on
Saturday morning. The suspect
approached him while he was
waiting in front of a sweet stall
near Ondipudur flyover. After a
brief talk, he allegedly sprayed
chilli powder on Pranav’s face
and started to hack him with

the sickle. Pranav who suffered
multiple cut injuries died at the
spot. Eye-witnesses attempted
to stop the murderer but he es-
caped on a bike. Police rushed to
the spot and sent the body for
postmortem. The accused is a
degree student at a private col-
lege in Coimbatore and a resi-
dent of Textile Layout in
Singanallur.

Police said Pranav
was a classmate of the
accused’s younger sis-
ter. Two years ago, a
clash broke out between
the boys at the school,
after the girl complained
(to her brother)that
Pranav and his friends
mocked her. After the clash, in
May 2023 he allegedly attempted
to murder Pranav’s friend at
area, police sources claimed.

Singanallur police had then
booked him on murder-attempt
charges and lodged him at a ju-
venile home. Following the trial,
the court had acquitted him.
But he continued to harbour re-
venge on Pranav and his friends
and finally murdered him on
Saturday, said police sources.

Man on spree to avenge
brother’s murder held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A 42-year-old man who mur-
dered five persons to avenge the
murder of his brother was ar-
rested by the Chengalpattu po-
lice while he was planning to
murder a sixth person in
Namakkal.

Police said the accused has
been identified as S Suresh Ku-
mar of P V Kalathur in Chen-
galpattu district. His brother, S
Vijayakumar, was panchayat
president of their village in
2012. A six-member gang had

hacked to death in full public
view in 2012. Suresh Kumar
took a vow to eliminate the gang
to avenge his brother. The six
accused — Kuppan, Duraidass,
Chandru, Sekar, Nithyanandam
and ‘Bunk’ Venkatesan — were
arrested in this connection and
later released on bail. However,
Suresh Kumar and his gang
went on a Kkilling spree. Suresh
Kumar was arrested for the
murders and subsequently re-
leased on bail. “Every time on
bail, he murdered a person,” po-
lice said.

A BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, SWD, Bommanahalli Zone,

Aadhava

Trust’s office
bearer held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thoothukudi

THE district crime branch po-
lice arrested a woman office
bearer of the Aadhava Trust,
which was accused of a multi-
crore job scam by cheating over
3,000 teachers in the state.

According to sources, the po-
lice arrested Petchi Shanthi,
the office bearer and sister of
the trust’s managing director
Balakumaresan, the prime ac-
cused in the case.

The DCB had filed FIRs in
connection with the scam on
July 25, 2023, based on a com-
plaint by C Shanmugalakshmi,
wife of one Ponraj, who was
cheated by the Trust. The Trust
had assured Ponraj a salary of
%7,500 and a return of deposits
‘when he quit his job but failed
to do so.

The Trust’s board of direc-
tors, consisting of Balakumare-
san, Prasath, Gunam and oth-
ers, were accused of illegally
collecting deposits from gradu-
ates, assuring them teaching
jobs at beleaguered govern-
ment schools. Over 3,000 people
had deposited between Rs3 lakh
and Rs10 lakh with the Trust
after they were assured of
teaching jobs with salaries
ranging between 5,000 and
18,000, according to the FIR.

The Trust is said to have col-
lected deposits worth over 100
crore.
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CBSE AFFILIATED SCHOOL UPTO XII STD

life has been planned for 10
years. This is ISRO’s second
successful mission in 2024 after
the XPoSat satellite to study
black holes and neutron stars
was launched on January 1.
“GSLV-F14/INSAT-3DS Mis-
sion: The vehicle has success-
fully placed the satellite into
the intended geosynchronous
transfer orbit,” said ISRO on
‘X’. According to the space
agency, the satellite is a user-
funded project with the Minis-
try of Earth Science (MoES),
with a Lift-Off Mass of 2,275 kg.
Indian industries have signifi-
cantly contributed to the mak-
ing of the spacecraft. The pay-
loads on board will support
enhanced meteorological ob-
servations, monitoring of land
and ocean surfaces, and aid in
weather forecasting and disas-
ter warning. It will also work
on Satellite Research and Res-
cue services (SAR).
INSAT-3DS would serve vari-
ous departments including the
India Meteorological Depart-

ment, the National Institute of — Hal
Ocean Technology, the Nation-

Sunflowers in full bloom at a field in Kovilpatti of Thoothukudi district | vkarTHIK ALaGu

Indefinite strike in Ramnad as SL arrests TN fishers

BBMP, 9th Floor, Jayanagara Shopping Complex,
4th Block, - 560011,

No: EE/SWD/BH/TEND/02/2023-24 Date: 17-02-2024

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)-SHORT TERM) (2nd CALL)
wo Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, SWD - Bommanahalli Zone, BBMP,
Bengaluru invites tenders from eligible Contractors registered
in BBMP or equivalent registration with CPWD / KPWD /

(RUN BY NAVY EDUCATION SOCIETY)
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for i
for the following post at NCS, Arakkonam:-

(a) Appointment on Adhoc basis
< PGT : Physics, Biology

< PRT

< PRT : ART & Craft

Railways / MES / National Highway or any State Gt
Bt fwork

for the C detailed below.
(Standard Tender Document - KW-4)

Sl JAoprodmated | EMD Amount
|;. Name of the Work Amount ol Wok| (R, in Lakhs)
Providing Precast RCC Box 3.56

Culvert across NH (Hosur Road) (“" h
1]|at Hongasandrg Metro Station| 237.48 '{::g
near Oxford Engineering College Portal only)

in Bommanahalli Zone.

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Documents can be
downloaded from the GOK Public

(b) Appointment on Contractual basis
< Accountant
Last date of submission of Resume / Application is
10 Mar 2024.
Details of eligibility criteria alongwith Application form may
be downloaded from the school website.
Website: www.ncsarakkonam.edu.in
E-mail ID: ncsarakkonam@yahoo.co.in
Phone: 9488758004, 9061752717
(Time: 0900-1500 hrs)

Portal Website: https:/kppp.karnataka.gov.in 2) Date of
Pre Bid Meeting on 22-02-2024 at 15.00 Hours at Office
of the i i SWD, i Zone,
BBMP, 9th Floor, Jayanagar Shopping Complex, 4th Block
Jayanagara, Bengaluru - 560011. 3) Last Date for Receipt
of Tenders is 27-02-2024 upto 16.00 Hours. 4) Date of
Opening of Technical Bid is 29-02-2024 at 16.30 Hours or
next working day. 5) Date of Opening of Financial Bid: Will
be intimated to Successful Bidder. Further details can be
had from the above office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, SWD-Bommanahalli Zone, BBMP.

CHIKKAMAGALURU INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, CH KKAMIEMII'IIII

( Medical Instituti
Phone: 08262-295347. E-Mail Address : directorcims2020@gmail.com

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION rwo cover Bin SYSTEM
Ref No: i 24 Dated:09.02.2024.

Institute of Medical Sciences (CIMS),
, invites E-tender for Supply of Electronics]

Chikkamgaluru
ohi

al Centre for Medium-Range [™.4 Ramanathapuram: A day after the Sri Lankan court awarded impri: to
Weather Forecasting, and the "% three Indian fishermen, of from the fi community
Indian National Centre for [edm inRameswaram kick-started an indefinite strike from Saturday. Amid the
Ocean Information Services. = uproar, they also threatened to boycott the Katchatheevu festival this year.

‘Bittersweet’ cotton candy ban hits workers

ARAVIND RAJ @ Coimbatore

AFTER the Tamil Nadu government
imposed a ban on cotton candy in
the state, the migrant workers who
indulged in the cotton candy trade
here in the Coimbatore district
stopped making it. While many of
them who were dependent on this
candy trade started returning to
their hometown in northern India,
some said they have planned to start
selling ice creams in view of
the summer season for their
bread and butter.

The stae government on
Saturday imposed a ban on
cotton candy in the state. The
move came after the Food Safe-
ty Department identified the pres-
ence of Rhodamine-B, a cancer-
causing chemical agent in cotton
candy and other dyed food products.
This has been confirmed as unsafe
to consume as per the Food Safety
and Standards Act 2006. The Food
Safety Department Commissioner

warned of stern action against
those illegally selling cotton candy
and instructed the respective Food
Safety Department Officials to take
necessary action in regards to it.
Rajesh Kumar, one of the traders
from Agra in Uttar Pradesh, told
TNIE, “Our trade has come to a
screeching halt now. As soon as the
announcement from the govern-
ment came, we immediately stopped
making the candy. Most of the trad-
ers who had no idea what to do
next after losing their liveli-
hood went back to their home-
towns in UP. We have to shell
out Rs 50 to 100 per day for the
place that we are staying and
making the candy, some have

left for their hometowns.”

He also said that they have been
only using food safety department-
approved colours/dyes for cotton
candy and that too only in permitted
levels and not any other chemicals
in the making. Speaking to TNIE,
another trader, Vikash Kumar said

that some traders have decided to
stay back in Coimbatore and start
selling ice creams in view of the
summer season. “There are over 50
traders who are into cotton candy-
making and selling here. Now many
have left for their hometowns. Some
of us have planned to get ice cream
from the ice cream-making factory
at Irugur, Ondipudur and sell it
across Coimbatore as we need to
earn and send money to our families
who are staying in our hometown,”
he added.

Meanwhile, the 90s’ kids have
pointed out the ban as the end of an
era as the majority of them have a
close connection to the fluffy can-
dies. “Cotton candy is not just a
sweet or simple candy but an emo-
tion to the children, especially for a
90’s kid like me. The impact of the
cotton candies was so great that
movies made songs out of it and
even people started identifying
clothes and other things by the cot-
ton candy’s bright pink colour.”

epapJ .newindianexpress. COI.

/7 VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

Y (A Govt of Karnataka Enterprise)
Office of the Executive Engineer, VINL. U.B.P Division
No.2,B.R.Project-577 115

Phone No: 08282-256345, E Mail id: eeubp2@rediftmail com
No: EE/VINL/UBP/D-2/BRP/PB/SCADASYSTEM UBP/2023-24/ 976
Dated: 02-02-2024
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through e-Procurement only)
On behalf of the Managing Director, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam
Limited, Bangalore, the Executive Engineer, VUNL, UBP Division
No.2, B R Project, Shimoga District, Karnataka invites 1 No's of
4701work “Providing Additional Equipment’s for 220KV Power
supply (Balance works) establishment under UBP, Package-1 and
clearance of excavated muck along the transmission line corridor
under UBP, Package-1". Indent No VJUNL/2023-24/TL/WORK _IN-
DENT26" for Rs.855.30 Lakhs tender through e-procurement
portal on “Percentage basis” from eligible enrolled Government
Licensed Supergrade Electrical Contractor. The contractor can ac-
cess tender documents from 19.02.2024 onwards in KPPP Portal
website. The details of EMD, Tender Processing fee, Calendar of
events, contractor class, tender rules and regulations and other
details can be obtained from hitps:/kppp kamataka.gov.in. or
from the under signed in the office hours. Last date of submission
of tender is on 27.02.2024 upto 17.00 hrs. Any corrigendum or
Addendum will be published in KPPP Portal website.
$d/- Executive Engineer,
VJNL, UBP Division No.2,
B.R.Project-577115.

DIPR/SMG/ No-42-02
zenkar/2023-24

Items to the various departments of CIMS Chikkamagalur
from the Manufacture/s or Authorized Dealers in twol
cover bid system as per the Karnataka Transparency in|
Public Procurement Act-1999 and Rules thereunder. The)
Approximate Tender cost of Rs. 147.00 Lakhs (Including Taxes]
etc.,). Submission of E-Tender by paying Non refundable Fees
starts from 14.02.2024 and the last date for filing of Tenders]
is 29.02.2024 up to 5.00 P.M. For detalils, see e-procurement
portal website: https:/kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Director,
Chikkamaglur Institute of Medical Sciences,|
Chikkamagluru

———— e
PALMA DEVELOPMENT FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED
CIN:UGS5399TN1990PTC 104347
Regd.Office-Door No:16/41 ST-1, Sirayankuzhi, Kanjiracode P O.
Marthandam, Kanyakumari District, Tamil Nadu, India, Pincode: 629155,

Email com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This notice is issued in compliance with para 42.3 of the Master Direction-Re-
serve Bank of India (Non-Banking Financial Company-Scale Based Regula
tions) Directions 2023, dated 19th October 2023, as mandated by the Reserve
Bank of india (RBI) and pursuant to instructions from RBI's Department of
Supervision, Chennai, conveyed through their letter dated 8th F ebruary 2024,
regarding the further issuance of equity share capital of the company.
Background:In pursuance to the process of increasing Net Owned Funds to
Rs 10 Crores on or before 31.03.2027,W's Paima Development Finance Pr
vate Limited( NBFC-MFI) obtained Board approval during the Meeting of the
Board of Directors held on 6th January 2023 10 issue equity shares to the list
of allottees placed on the board, thereby increasing the paid-up equity share
capital beyond 26% of the post-issue paid-up capital of the company.
RBI Approval Prior approval has been secured from RBI for the further issue
of share capital, as per their letter dated 8th February 2024, which wil be ef-
fective thirty days afier the publication of this notice.
A copy of this notice is aiso avalable on the company's websile at
hitp:/Awww paimamicrofin.com
Date 10022024 For PALMA DEVELOPMENT FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED
Piace: Kanjracode  Sdi- SANBAIYAN, MANAGING DIRECTOR, DIN:06799412
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